PTO General Meeting Minutes
January 11, 2011

Present:  Wendy Webber, Paula Anderson, Deb Karst, Theresa Chubb, Cris Nolte, Jessica Bourne, Roberta Ehlers, Michelle Ragni, Vin Montouri, Felicia Graybeal
Treasury Report:  Deb provided an updated budget showing current balance at$10,543.29.  Deb also suggested we vote to decide if we should apply for tax exempt status at this time.  We had considered waiting until IRS converts to an on-line system because it would significantly reduce the cost.  She will check again, but if it has not converted she thinks it would be in the PTO’s best interest to get this process started.  Not having the tax exempt status also prohibits us from directly applying for most grants.  It was motioned, second and approved that we move forward with the application now.  If the system has not been converted, the cost is estimated at $800.
Old Business:

Snowman Shop – All remaining items have been inventoried so a spread sheet may be created to make it easier for next year.  Total profit for this year is approximately $5,081 and an additional $1,000 was put toward families.  Volunteers did a great job helping out this year!
New Fundraiser – Order forms for the air fresheners have gone home with most students
Carnival – Set for April 30.  Cris is meeting with vendors next week.  Imagine Hall will be able to accommodate vendors as well this year.
Membership drive awards - at our November meeting it was voted and approved that all 7 classes with highest participation would receive a popsicle party and Mrs. Seets' class would get a dress down day as they raised the most coins for the book drive.  Deb already arranged the popsicle day for Mrs. Seets.  Wendy will ask her to chose a day for dress down to be approved by Mrs. Watson.  Felicia will email other teachers to pick a date for their popsicle party.
New Business:

Science Night – A science night with hands on experiments will be held Feb 23 from 6-8 pm in Imagine Hall.  Felicia will work with PTO to select experiments for all age ranges.  PTO will solicit volunteers to supervise and run experiments at each station as well as serve food.
PTO Membership incentives – discounts at Snowman Shop, Carnival and other events was proposed but it was decided that membership is very inexpensive and the benefits to the school and everyone’s children should be just reward.
Dance to benefit the Mason family – In order to support the family and help offset the tremendous medical costs, it was proposed that a fundraiser dance be put together.  After much discussion, it was decided that this would be a great idea and everyone supported it, but PTO would not be the appropriate or necessary venue to host.  It can be pulled together by everyone already volunteering to help and PTO would support it by getting the word out and helping out.

Request for DARE graduation cake – this was discussed, however, since it is grade specific it is not within the PTO mission.  A 5th grade parent was present and offered to seek options for this.
Room Parent communications – some parents are not receiving information from PTO sent via room parents.  This seems to be more common in the middle school grades.  This issue will be addressed in order to encourage better follow through.

Spirit Night at Monster Mini Golf – Paula is trying to contact the owner to plan this event.  

Nominating Committee – this process should be set in motion now to be ready for elections.  We will send out info on the role of the committee and ask for volunteers, who must be active PTO members.  Theresa volunteered to be the board rep.  Three other members and a teacher rep are needed.

Teacher Appreciation Lunch – this will be discussed at the next meeting.
Next Meeting:  PTO Board Meeting- February 8 at 6:30pm  
